
 
 

OIA REQUEST 
 
Received:  21 February 2022 
Due:   21 March 2022 
Response Date: 11 March 2022 
Further Response: 16 March 2022 
Clarification:  17 March 2022 
Further Response: 05 April 2022 
Subject:  Hospitalisations Solely for Covid 
 

 
 
In response to your request under the Official Information Act, please find our response below:  
 
Request 
 
Please supply hospitalisation caused solely by Covid 19, where covid is the only 
diagnosis listed, broken down by age group 0-9, 10-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-
69, 70-79, 80-89, 90+, and by gender, and by vaccination / or non-vaccination status 
between Feb 1 2020 up to and including Jan 31 2022.  
 

 
 
Further Request 11.03.22 
Please resend your spreadsheet showing only COVID-19 sole cause/primary diagnosis for 
hospitalisation .ie ICD Code UO7.1. 
 
Further Response 16.03.22 
The Ministry of Health provided the attached guidance for coding COVID-19 in New Zealand 
(as opposed to American coding version/information provided in your email 11 March 2022).  
 
Under the guidance for New Zealand, U07.1 is not intended to be the principal, or sole 
diagnosis recorded for hospitalisation.  
 
Data in the table above has been extracted for all events with either a B97.2 or B34.2 code to 
include both symptomatic and asymptomatic events. Data has been filtered further to exclude 
cases where the principal diagnoses is not either B34.2 or an ICD10 code aligned to COVID-

Month Gender
Vaccination Count at 

time of admission
0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 80-89

Grand 
Total

Mar-20 Male 0 1 1 2

Apr-20 Female 0 1 1 2

Oct-21 Male 1 1 1

Nov-21 Female 0 1 1

Dec-21 Female 0 2 2

Dec-21 Female 1 1 1

Dec-21 Female 2 2 2

Dec-21 Male 0 1 1 2

Dec-21 Male 1 1 1

Jan-22 Female 0 1 1 2

Jan-22 Female 1 1 1

Jan-22 Male 0 1 1 2 1 5

Note:
Data above excludes patients that have presented to ED and not progressed into hospital as an inpatient admission
Events above are based on ICD10 diagnosis codes incl. B97.2 with an appropriate primary symptomatic diagnosis, or  B34.2 as principal diagnosis
All activity noted above was Tauranga Hospital (no events for Whakatane Hospital for this period)

Age Group



19 symptoms. Execution of the same report using code U07.1 could result in cases being 
excluded where they were clinically diagnosed rather than laboratory confirmed and would 
omit all records if based on the principal/sole diagnosis as you have suggested. 
 
Ref No: TN1530 | Published On: 07-Feb-2020 | Status: Updated | Updated On: 27-Mar-2020 

 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
*Effective from 1 January 2020; Updated 27 March 2020* 
 
Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold 
to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a disease caused by a new (or 'novel') strain of 
coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) not previously identified in humans before the outbreak in Wuhan, 
Hubei Province, China. 
Common signs of COVID-19 infection include respiratory symptoms such as cough, 
shortness of breath, breathing difficulties and fever. In severe cases, the infection can cause 
pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and death. 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has advised: 

·      U07.1 Emergency use of U07.1 [COVID-19, virus identified] is to be assigned when 
COVID-19 has been documented as confirmed by laboratory testing. 

·      U07.2 Emergency use of U07.2 [COVID-19, virus not identified] is to be assigned 
when COVID-19 has been documented as clinically diagnosed COVID-19, including 
evidence supported by radiological imaging (ie where a clinical determination of 
COVID-19 is made but laboratory testing is inconclusive, not available or unspecified). 

Emergency use code U06.0 Emergency use of U06.0 [COVID-19, ruled out] is to be assigned 
when laboratory testing for COVID-19 has been performed, but ruled out (ie negative test 
result). 
In addition to the admitted patient data, the National Notifiable Disease Surveillance System 
provides national surveillance of notifiable communicable diseases and tracks notifications, 
including notifications of COVID-19. 

 
CLASSIFICATION 
 
Laboratory confirmed cases 
Where laboratory confirmed COVID-19 is documented with symptoms, assign: 

Principal diagnosis:       A code for the symptom(s) or condition(s) as per the guidelines 
in ACS 0001 Principal diagnosis 

Additional diagnoses:    B97.2 Coronavirus as the cause of diseases classified to other 
chapters to identify the infectious agent 
and 
U07.1 Emergency use of U07.1 [COVID-19, virus identified] 

Where laboratory confirmed COVID-19 is documented without symptoms, assign: 
Principal diagnosis:       B34.2 Coronavirus infection, unspecified site 
Additional diagnoses:    U07.1 Emergency use of U07.1 [COVID-19, virus identified] 

 
Clinically diagnosed or probable COVID-19 
Where clinically diagnosed or probable COVID-19 is documented with symptoms, assign: 

Principal diagnosis:       A code for the symptom(s) or condition(s) as per the guidelines 
in ACS 0001 Principal diagnosis 

Additional diagnoses:    B97.2 Coronavirus as the cause of diseases classified to other 
chapters to identify the infectious agent 
and 
U07.2 Emergency use of U07.2 [COVID-19, virus not identified], 
to identify cases documented as clinically diagnosed COVID-19 



but laboratory testing is inconclusive, not available or 
unspecified 

Where clinically diagnosed or probable COVID-19 is documented without symptoms, 
assign: 

Principal diagnosis:       B34.2 Coronavirus infection, unspecified site 
Additional diagnoses:    U07.2 Emergency use of U07.2 [COVID-19, virus not 

identified], to identify cases documented as clinically diagnosed 
COVID-19 but laboratory testing is inconclusive, not available or 
unspecified 

 
COVID-19 complicating pregnancy 
Where laboratory confirmed or clinically diagnosed COVID-19 is documented as complicating 
pregnancy, the correct obstetric chapter code is O98.5 Other viral diseases in pregnancy, 
childbirth and the puerperium. Code the remainder of the episode in accordance with ACS 
1521 Conditions and injuries in pregnancy and ACS 1500 Diagnosis sequencing in obstetric 
episodes of care. 

 
Suspected COVID-19, ruled out 
Where suspected COVID-19 is documented with symptoms, but is ruled out, assign: 

Principal diagnosis:          A code for the symptom(s) or condition(s) as per the 
guidelines in ACS 0001 Principal diagnosis 

Additional diagnoses*:    Either Z03.8 Observation for other suspected diseases and 
conditions 
or 
Z03.71 Observation of newborn for suspected infectious 
condition, for newborns (infants less than 28 days old), 
and 
U06.0 Emergency use of U06.0 [COVID-19, ruled out] to identify 
suspected but ruled out COVID-19 

*    From 1 January 2020 an exception has been made to ACS 0012 Suspected 
conditions to identify symptomatic presentations where COVID-19 has been 
suspected but then ruled out. 

 
Transfer with suspected COVID-19 
For individuals transferred with suspected COVID-19, meeting the criteria in ACS 0012 
Suspected conditions, do not assign the emergency use codes U07.1, U07.2 or U06.0. 
Supplementary guidelines for COVID-19 are available on the IHPA website. 

 
References: 
Australian Government Department of Health 2020, Coronavirus (COVID-19) current 
situation and case numbers, DOH, Canberra, viewed 25 March 2020, 
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-
alert/coronavirus-covid-19-current-situation-and-casenumbers. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2020, 2019 Novel coronavirus, US Department 
of Health and Human Services, viewed 25 March 2020, 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/index.html. 
World Health Organization 2020, Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, viewed 25 
March 2020, https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019. 
(Coding Rules for implementation 1 January 2020) 

 
 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fnews%2Fhealth-alerts%2Fnovel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-current-situation-and-casenumbers&data=04%7C01%7CMichelle.Merrick%40bopdhb.govt.nz%7Cc982b16fd8f74af3a46e08da055eaf16%7C1ba54a8751ab4e798b4940d5bde395a2%7C0%7C0%7C637828201466892709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BCbkMiueQNfhMjn5VqrUuiD%2Fmb2M22aKl3X4JkISFwU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fnews%2Fhealth-alerts%2Fnovel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-current-situation-and-casenumbers&data=04%7C01%7CMichelle.Merrick%40bopdhb.govt.nz%7Cc982b16fd8f74af3a46e08da055eaf16%7C1ba54a8751ab4e798b4940d5bde395a2%7C0%7C0%7C637828201466892709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BCbkMiueQNfhMjn5VqrUuiD%2Fmb2M22aKl3X4JkISFwU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7CMichelle.Merrick%40bopdhb.govt.nz%7Cc982b16fd8f74af3a46e08da055eaf16%7C1ba54a8751ab4e798b4940d5bde395a2%7C0%7C0%7C637828201466892709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HM81GK0%2BugPfY9AaOcTcPodtKg2lkfaswsR8hUjLztI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Femergencies%2Fdiseases%2Fnovel-coronavirus-2019&data=04%7C01%7CMichelle.Merrick%40bopdhb.govt.nz%7Cc982b16fd8f74af3a46e08da055eaf16%7C1ba54a8751ab4e798b4940d5bde395a2%7C0%7C0%7C637828201466892709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JblpEoy7x08jKSQQKJK%2BeASpvyQK4bLBmlod%2BRwUfZs%3D&reserved=0


Clarification 17.03.22 
 
Thanks for your email, including the basis for coding you have used- from Ministry of health in 
March 2020.- which included the WHO Coding Advice for COVID -19 Virus . 
 
I attach the updated Ministry of Health Instructions for Recording COVID 19 Cases (12 
October 2020), and (COVID-19 ) (COVID-19) Case Definition.(.11 March 2022 )  
Link Recording COVID-19 | Ministry of Health NZ 
Screenshot 

  
 
  

https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-health-professionals/recording-covid-19


 

Link  Case definition and clinical testing guidelines for COVID-19 | Ministry of Health NZ  
Screenshot; 

  

I should be grateful if you could please include on your spreadsheet : 
 
a) prior to October 2020 MOH Advice:  

− Any UO7.1 (Confirmed COVID-19 , virus identified )cases as per WHO advice; and  
− Any U07.2 [COVID-19, virus not identified] is to be assigned when COVID-19 has been 

documented as clinically diagnosed COVID-19, including evidence supported by 
radiological imaging (ie where a clinical determination of COVID-19 is made but 
laboratory testing is inconclusive, not available or unspecified).”  I.e please include 
cases when these non laboratory confirmed- but clinically diagnosed -cases include 
evidence supported by radiological imaging.  

 
b) after October 2020: 

− Only “Confirmed Case”(s)  defined as :..”that has laboratory definitive evidence “( as 
per Ministry of  Health instructions updated as at March 2022, encl) 

 
  

https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-health-professionals/case-definition-and-clinical-testing-guidelines-covid-19


Further Response 04.04.22 
 

 
 
 
 
Bay of Plenty DHB supports the open disclosure of information to assist the public 
understanding of how we are delivering publicly funded healthcare.  This includes the 
proactive publication of anonymised Official Information Act responses on our website.  Please 
note this response may be published on our website.  Official Information Act | Bay of Plenty 
District Health Board | Hauora a Toi | BOPDHB 
 
You have the right to request the Ombudsman investigate and review our response.  
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
DEBBIE BROWN 
Senior Advisor Governance and Quality 

https://www.bopdhb.health.nz/about-us/bopdhb-publications-and-documents/official-information-act/#Bay%20of%20Plenty%20District%20Health%20Board%20responses%20to%20OIA%20requests
https://www.bopdhb.health.nz/about-us/bopdhb-publications-and-documents/official-information-act/#Bay%20of%20Plenty%20District%20Health%20Board%20responses%20to%20OIA%20requests
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/

